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to assure the normal function of the existing agencies and
institutions; but little by little we are being forced from that
legality; little by little we see that all our efforts are falling
upon dead soil; little by little, the Spanish masses are realiz-
ing that they will achieve nothing through democratic
means. Let no one tell us that we are conspiring against
the regime or are creating a state of mind favourable to such
conspiracy. In the ranks of the Left, if not in the speeches
in parliament, certainly in its corridors, in conversation, in
their newspapers, there is constant talk of aims or attempts
at dictatorship. The radical Labour parties are proclaiming
that the height of their ambition is to establish the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. When you, who call yourselves the
representatives of genuine democracy, are talking of dicta-
torship why do you think it strange if these oppressed people
are beginning to think of violence; not in order to crush
their opponents, but in order to free themselves from the
tyranny with which you are oppressing them? You will be
the only ones responsible if such a movement bursts forth
in Spain. We brought with us to the elections of the 16th of
February the spirit of great national political parties im-
bued with the fullness of the democratic spirit. If that spirit
is dying out in Spain, it is not through any fault of ours,
but the sole responsibility of the government; for a settle-
ment which once was possible degenerated, in your hands,
into but another farce."
What steps did the government take against the assassins?
It limited itself to the declaration that the instigators of the
crime were being sought, while it was common knowledge
in Madrid that the criminals were at liberty, and were being
congratulated for their deed. More true, on the other hand,
was the fact that every newspaper editor had received secret
orders from the government censor prohibiting mention of
even the fact that Calvo Sotelo had been assassinated.